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Chapter XV
Live style Changes
1853 to 1869
After the second death in Murphys, a move to farming,
then back to Mining, then to grapes & wine
and back to Mining again.

William and Sarah had probably fared very well in Murphys, and liked the area, but in
September, 1853 Sarah was pregnant again. After the death of her baby in Murphys she didn’t want
to have another birth there. Sarah convinced William to move somewhere that was calmer, healthier
and where they could have a farm to feed the family better. So, on October 25, 1853 William
demitted (resigned) from Murphys Lodge and became a charter member of the Texas Lodge #46, San
Juan, Monterey County. He also served as one of its first deacons.
San Juan was a big change from Murphys. It was flat country and a ranching community of
about 500 people, mostly Mexicans. It was near the old Mission San Juan Bautista in Monterey
County, about 12 miles from the Pacific Ocean. It was also much warmer than Murphys. Here
William and Sarah felt safe and comfortable farming. A new daughter, Martha Jane was born there
July 12, 1854. They lived there a little over two years, but by January 1856, William was bored,
restless, he heard or read about Fremont activities and the rich mines at the southern end of the Mother
Lode around Bear Valley and Mariposa.
Bear Valley was the most important of the Fremont communities. It was founded by the
explorer, General John Fremont, as his headquarters and a company town for the operation of his rich
Mariposa mines. He and his wife lived in Bear Valley, in 1850 through 1858. Fremont had purchased
44,000 acres of land in 1847 for $3,000. For years he fought with Indians and other miners over the
mines and land. Fremont tried to get help from the governor and took the dispute to the Supreme
Court. It was pending in 1856 when William read a bout the mines and problems. (In 1859 the
Supreme Court confirmed Fremont’s title).
The mines at Mariposa required mining in hard rock and it was difficult to separate the gold
out of the rock. Fremont built one of the first stamping mills to handle and crush the rock The
story said the mill was working. (It was later reported the stamping mills were netting over
$100,000 a year in 1859, He finally sold the mines and 44,000 acres of land for $6,000,000 in
1863).

Quartzburg and Hornitos, were not far from Bear Valley and Mariposa. William knew there
was Masonic Lodge at Quartzburg ; He had met some of the lodge members and heard stories about
the mining there. All of this made him even more determined to look for gold again.
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Back to the Gold mines again
Two more children born and their oldest daughter, Susan Eliza, married Mc Henry Morrison

This time in Hornitos, Quartzburg, and Indian Gulch

On January 26, 1856, William demitted from the lodge in
San Juan. This time he became a charter member of the Quartzburg
Lodge #98 (later about 1862 the lodge was moved and became
Hornitos Lodge #98). At that time gold was mined both in Quartzburg
and close by at Indian Gulch.
The country around Hornitos and Quartzburg is very different
than Murphys. It is rolling flatland with tall grass, with hills in the
distance covered with tall grass and spotted with small trees and bushes. One can see the large
mountains in the distance. In fact it is not far from Yosemite.
On the way to Quartzburg they could see large ranches that looked very interesting to them.
They would later pick one of these ranches to let Sarah and the children live on while William looked
for gold. It was said, the family lived and worked on the Guyan Ranch near Hopeton. (about 17 miles
from Hornitos)
In a 1946 letter to Dave Titchenal, Rose
(Reeb) Morrison (the wife of Will Morrison,
William Titchenal’s grandson) said the family
spent 13 years on the ranch. [Perhaps she meant
the Titchenal & Morrison women and children

The road to Hornitos

spent 13 years on this ranch while William and the
men looked for gold at Indian Gulch, Hornitos, and
Quartzburg. It would have made sense to have a
ranch environment for the children.

A ranch in the distance

Hornitos (pronounced Orn-e'-tos) is a name of Spanish origin which means “Little
Ovens” in Spanish. It got its name from the tombs of early Mexican settlers that looked like
bake ovens. It is said it was founded by Mexican outcasts that were run out of Quartzburg
by the white men. They formed their own community at Hornitos, which soon outgrew
Quartzburg.
Page 223

The Titchenal Saga The Gold Under The Sycamore Tree

Today, Hornitos is one of the best preserved ghost towns in the
Mother Lode, while Quartzburg is gone and almost forgotten, with
little physical evidence it ever existed. Hornitos’ population may
have reached 15,000 in its hey day and dropped to about 600 in 1875
after the mining stopped. It is smaller than that today.
In the earliest burials in Mexican Hornitos, the body
was placed in a simple coffin of boards covered with black
cotton cloth lined white. This was placed on top of the
ground and a “tomb” of rock and adobe built up around it.
Resemblance to early day bake ovens, called “Hornitos”
led to the naming of the town. Hundreds of these above
ground graves were scattered on the slope of the hillside
above the church in William’s time, only a few remain
today.
The stone and adobe building (below and at the left)
was built in 1852 and was originally a saloon. The
Quartzburg Lodge # 98 was changed to the Hornitos
Lodge # 98 in 1856 shortly after William arrived. The
saloon was closed and the building was used as a Masonic
Hall about 1860. It
is said to be the
only such hall where meetings were held on the ground floor.
The old Pacific Saloon at the extreme right was erected
as a Mexican-style Plaza in 1851. It was rendezvous of large
cliques of French miners. Purchased in 1862 by Samuel
McClatchy the saloon was “dolled up” by removal of the old
canopy and the addition of brick trim around the doors. The
result
was so
elegant, it was called “The Bank”. Next to it is a
thick walled brick general store built by the
Mexicans. Merchandise was piled on the sidewalk during the day where customers pawed
over it. In 1860 Mrs Marck arrived in town from
France, bought the building for a bakery. She
sold such unlikely items as French pastry which
had wide popularity in the area.
In 1855, Mr. Ghirardelli who had previously operated a trading post on the Stanislaus
River, heard of the boom in Hornitos and felt it
would be a good place to start a general supply
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house. This store was built by him and
operated for three years. Then he moved
to San Francisco and devoted himself to
the chocolate business. An upper floor
was added to the store and used as an
I.O.O.F. Hall, then as place to hold dances
and meetings until the demise of the
town.
The Ghirardelli Chocolate Company became famous in San Francisco. Today it is part of 2-1/2
acre site. A tourist shopping attraction within walking distance of
Fisherman’s Wharf called “Ghirardelli Square”.
Santa Cruz or Indian Gulch
The history of Indian Gulch is similar to and closely associated with Hornitos. It was originally called Santa Cruz (meaning
Holy Cross), by which name it was known to the Mexicans. It was called Indian Gulch while William
was there and it was shown as Indian Gulch [with a population of 75] on a 1875 Rand McNally map.
Today it is called Santa Cruz again, but there is little or no physical trace of it.
Early on, Indian Gulch became the headquarters for hundreds of miners. It soon had two
hotels, several stores; of course,
fandango halls and a dozen saloons and many gambling places.
The town was not bothered
by thieves as much as other towns
of the mining area. A power
against any thief was Valentine
Ruiz. He was a high class Mexican with a very powerful build.
He really looked more like a Spaniard because of his light complexion. He was sort
of a Major Domo for large cattlemen in the area and was possessed with good “bay-horse
sense.”
On one occasion when about twenty horses were stolen from his employer, he started in pursuit
alone, with five saddle horses. He changed from one to the other to relieve the weight. For three days
and three nights he never slept and finally overtook the thieves, almost at the Mexican border. He
recovered all of the animals and drove them back to his employer.
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William’s whole family seemed to like the Hornitos area, particularly the living arrangements
on the Guyan and Hope ranches. In February 1856 Sarah was once more pregnant, expecting the
baby in November.

Santa Cruz cemetery
and the area around
Indian Gulch
in 1990

William was forty, Sarah 39. Three
daughters had died since they had left Texas
but Susan Eliza 15, Rebecca 10, and Martha
Jane, two years old, were all doing fine. In
fact Susan and Rebecca were old enough to
be a great help to Sarah, now that she was
pregnant again. Their sons, John Jackson
13, and William Charles 12, were old enough
to help William at the mines.
While working at the mines, William
met a young man, McHenry Morrison. He
was 26 and a hard worker. He was the sixth
of eight children [five brothers and two sisters]. He had also come from Crawford County, Arkansas. He had been born in 1833, in Van Buren,
Arkansas, only about 25 miles from Fort Smith. He had tired of farming, caught gold fever and left
home for California where he hoped to make his fortune. He probably came to Hornitos about the
same time as William.
They became friends and William brought him to the ranch for a home cooked dinner and to
meet Sarah and his family. Sarah also liked him. They saw him often and he became like another
Quartzburg today is gone
and forgotten with no
physical evidence left
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son to them.
McHenry’s father and mother, Miles and Catherine Morrison, had moved to Van Buren,
Arkansas, from Missouri, in the early 1820s, like William’s father, John Titchenal. In fact, the
Morrisons were an old New Jersey family, and may have crossed paths with Moses and David
Titchenal in Maryland or Virginia. Several of William’s cousins in Harrison County, Virginia had
also married Morrisons. William and McHenry enjoyed discussing the possibility that their
ancestors or cousins might have known each other over 50 years ago in Maryland or Virginia.
On November 14, 1856 Sarah had her ninth child, a girl. Sadly, she died at birth, as had the
daughter in Murphys four years before. Sarah had insisted on living on the Guyan Ranch instead of
in town as they had in Murphys. She hoped this would help prevent the death of her child. Sarah must
have liked children, because, dauntless as ever, she was pregnant again by July, 1857 with her tenth
child.
Their oldest daughter, Susan Eliza, was 16
at the time. They had been traveling almost
continuously since they left Bell County, Texas
when she was eleven years old. Young women
were very scarce in the mining camps. She had
met a lot of rough miners but hadn’t had much
chance to meet interesting or eligible young
men. When she went to town the men she encountered may
have been something like those
shown in this humorous
early
painting of a girl
in a mining camp.
McHenry was a lonely young man also. He and Susan Eliza
became infatuated with each other and married on Christmas Eve,
December 24, 1857. Four and a half months later Sarah’s tenth child,
David Dickason, was born on, April 11, 1858.

Susan Eliza (Titchenal)
Morrison-age 21 Ca 1862

William’s family, now including McHenry and Susan Morrison,
stayed in the Hornitos area two more years, mining for gold at both Indian Gulch and nearby
Quartzburg. Both places were rich in ore for a while. Gold could be found in pockets of loose dirt
broken from the bank of the ravine in Quartzburg, which made hand mining possible and relatively
easy.
Later, when mineral became scarce, particularly at Quartzburg, modified techniques that
required group efforts came into play. Miners started using shaft mining [coyoting], riverbed
damming and diversion, flume construction, hydraulic and quartz mining generally requiring not
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only several men but organized capital as well. William Titchenal, his sons, and McHenry Morrison
decided not to use their gains to buy mining equipment. Instead, they bought farm land again. This
time William bought land to try to grow grapes for wine.
Sometime before the summer of 1860, the Titchenal and McHenry Morrison families
moved once more. This time to Conta Costa County. The census record shows that William (Will)
Miles Morrison (the first child of Susan and McHenry Morrison) was born in Martinez, June 4, 1860.
At the age of 42, Sarah, had her eleventh and last child, Samuel Henry Titchenal. He was born
in Martinez, Conta Costa County, July 25, 1860 [Only six weeks after their first grandchild, Will
Morrison was born.]
The household must have been confused, busy, but quite happy with the two new baby boys.
It must have been quite an adventure with both Sarah and her daughter having infant boys within
six weeks of one another. Sarah’s new baby, Samuel Henry, became the uncle of his sister Susan’s
six week old baby, William (Will) Miles Morrison, the day he was born.
The 1860 census lists William as a “vintner-wine grower.” They must have spent about two
years trying to grow grapes and make wine. The Civil War started while they were in the wine
business in Martinez, Contra County. We don’t know if the wine venture wasn’t very successful or
if the news of more gold at Indian Gulch or the war caused them to decide to quit the wine business
and move again.

Susan(45) and McHenry Morrison(53)
Ca 1886 with youngest sons
Charles and James Walter
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